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person of the Queen," and said that serious consequences would follow,
"if our neighbours .(the French) did not mend their manners."
The result was uproar all over Europe, and not least in Germany.
" Frantic," says Ludwig, " was the answering cry. The bloodhound
of the Transvaal is upon us; he would fain tear the Triple Alliance
in pieces and exploit German friendship in Paris/' A fortnight later
Biilow had his opportunity in a speech in the Reichstag supporting
the forthcoming Navy Bill, but instead of responding to the Leicester
speech, he spoke with marked coolness of the British and German
relations and was all smiles to Russia and France. He even suggested
that it was wise and right to use England's difficulties to create German
security. At the same time he sent a private intimation to Chamber-
lain that this speech was tactical and that his desire for an understanding
remained as before. This was cold comfort to Chamberlain, who had
made his speech in public on what he believed to be " the encourage-
ment of the German Foreign Secretary. " I will not/* he wrote to
Eckardstein, " express myself about the way in. which Biilow has let
me down. Anyhow I must abandon all further negotiations in the
matter of the Alliance. ... It really grieves me very much indeed.
. . . Everything was going well; even Lord Salisbury was quite
amicably inclined again, and of one mind with us with reference to
the future relations of England with Germany. But alas, once more
it was not to be." *
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Even this was not quite the end. The project flickered to life again
when the Kaiser returned to England in January, 1901, to pay a last
visit to the old Queen as she lay dying. Once more the unquenchable
Colonial Secretary pressed his views and the Kaiser gave sufficient
encouragement for Lansdowne, who was now Foreign Secretary,
actually to draft an Anglo-German Convention. This provided (i)
that if England was attacked by two Powers, say France and Russia,
Germany, Austria and Italy should come to her assistance, and (2)
if either Germany, Austria or Italy were attacked by two Powers,
1 G.P., XV, No. 4398 ; Brandenburg from Bismarck to the Great War,
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